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what had oceurred, and the latter sent deputies to Count 1697.
de Frontenac, to explain to him the absolute necessity of ~—~—
appeasing the Miamis, whose discontent might easily in-

duce them to join the Iroquois.

The general’s reply to the envoys was such as became so
delicate a crisis : and he took proper steps to prevent the
consequences of this unlucky affair. They did not how-
ever at once prevent the Miamis from continuing reprisals,
when occasion offered; so that Nicholas Perrot, with all
his eredit among them, was on the point of being burned,
and escaped their fury only by means of the Foxes, (Outa-
gamis,) who rescued him from their hands. At last the
secret of calming them was discovered by showing them
how much it was for their interest, as well as ours, not to
quarrel with us, and at that time the matter went no
further.’

This event could not have happened at a more provok- D
ing moment for the Count de Frontenac. For the last b
two years the old complaints had been renewed against
bushranging, and the last representations of all persons if
the colony zealous for the cause of order, had produced
their effect. The preceding year the King had expressly
forbidden the Governor-Geeneral to permit any Frenchmen
to go up to the Indian country to trade.

In fact de Champigny and de Callieres, whose testimony
on the point was above suspicion, were of opinion that his
Majesty should be petitioned to restrict this prohibition,
and they adduced reasons which could not be more solid.

They had suggested a middle course, which in their opin-
ion would remedy the whole, and this consisted in main-
taining among the remote Indians only two posts, at Mich-
illimakinac and on St. Joseph's River, to limit the number of
Frencli allowed to go there, and adopt other precautions

which they suggested, to prevent the abuses so ]ustly com-
plained of.*
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